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The Senate met at 9:30 a.m. and was
called to order by the Honorable JEFF
MERKLEY, a Senator from the State of
Oregon.

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

Eternal Lord God, who is the light of
all we see, make this day luminous
with Your presence. Strengthen the
Members of this body to do their best,
living lives worthy of their high call-
ing. Lord, infuse them with the spirit
of kindness, of thoughtfulness, and of
fairness. May the tyranny of partisan-
ship and expediency never prompt
them to betray high principles. Make
them poor in misfortune and rich in
blessings. Give them enough challenges
to keep them humble, enough failure to
keep them dependent on You, and
enough success to enable them to ful-
fill Your purposes for our Nation and
world.

We pray in Your sovereign Name.
Amen.

————————

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Honorable JEFF MERKLEY led the
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will please read a communication
to the Senate from the President pro
tempore (Mr. BYRD).

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

U.S. SENATE,
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE,
Washington, DC, January 22, 2010.
To the Senate:

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3,
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby
appoint the Honorable JEFF MERKLEY, a Sen-

Senate

ator from the State of Oregon, to perform
the duties of the Chair.
ROBERT C. BYRD,
President pro tempore.
Mr. MERKLEY thereupon assumed
the chair as Acting President pro tem-
pore.

———

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY
LEADER

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized.
——
SCHEDULE

Mr. REID. Mr. President, following
any leader remarks, the Senate will re-
sume consideration of H.J. Res. 45,
which is a joint resolution increasing
the statutory limit of the public debt.
There will be no rollcall votes during
today’s session of the Senate.

————————

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
leadership time is reserved.

INCREASING THE STATUTORY
LIMIT ON THE PUBLIC DEBT

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
Senate will resume consideration of
H.J. Res. 45, which the clerk will re-
port.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A joint resolution (H.J. Res 45) increasing
the statutory limit on the public debt.

Pending:

Baucus (for Reid) amendment No. 3299, in
the nature of a substitute.

Baucus amendment No. 3300 (to amend-
ment No. 3299), to protect Social Security.

Conrad/Gregg amendment No. 3302 (to
amendment No. 3299), to establish a Bipar-
tisan Task Force for Responsible Fiscal Ac-
tion, to assure the long-term fiscal stability

and economic security of the Federal Gov-
ernment of the United States, and to expand
future prosperity and growth for all Ameri-
cans.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I suggest
the absence of a quorum.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Mr. BAUCUS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

Mr. BAUCUS. Mr. President, today
the Senate resumes its third day of
consideration of the joint resolution to
increase the debt limit. We continue
our discussion of whether Congress will
allow the government to honor its
commitments to pay its bills.

Yesterday, the Senate disposed of the
Thune amendment to terminate the
Treasury Department’s Troubled Asset
Relief Program. Today, three amend-
ments remain pending: the substitute
amendment raising the amount of the
debt limit, this Senator’s amendment
to protect Social Security, and the
Conrad-Gregg amendment to create a
fast-track process to consider a budget
commission’s recommendations. Up to
eight other amendments remain in
order to the joint resolution. The Sen-
ator from Alaska has the right to offer
an amendment on the Environmental
Protection Agency’s endangerment
finding. The Senator from Alaska
spoke on this subject yesterday, and al-
though I do not by any means wish to
speak for the Senator from Alaska, it
appears from a statement yesterday
that she seeks to address the subject
matter as a freestanding resolution of
disapproval rather than an amend-
ment. The majority leader also has the
right to offer an amendment reinsti-
tuting the statutory pay-as-you-go
budget law. We hope we might see that
amendment today. The six remaining
amendments in order are a Coburn
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